516                 THE DISRUPTION OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
and failed. The Republicans, such as Lincoln and Seward, grasped the
realities: a house so divided against itself could not stand; with such
divisive attitudes in the ascendant and unchecked, the conflict was
irrepressible.
Under the stimulus of constant agitation the leaders of the southern
branch of the Democracy forbade the voters to elect a Republican
President unless they wished him to preside over a shattered govern-
ment. A number of voters sufficient to create a Republican majority in
the Electoral College 'defied the prohibition. Then southerners, in a
state of hyperemotion, moved by pride, self-interest, a sense of honor
and fear, rushed to action; they were numerous enough and effective
enough to force secession. They would flee the peril; in the spirit of
1776, they would organize a second American Revolution, this time
against the tyranny not of a monarch but of "a mob." They would create
a reformed confederacy free from corruption and centralization in
which their social and economic institutions would be safe.
Also under the stimulus of constant agitation, the newly organized
Republican administration decided to put down what it called the "Re-
bellion." Backed by an angered constituency including most northern
Democrats, it determined to fight rather than permit the seceding states
to break up a profitable partnership, a source of wealth and power, and
an experiment in liberty and equality which Lincoln felt was the hope
of the world. It undertook a "people's contest" to insure that "govern-
ment of the people, by the people, for the people" should "not perish
from the earth."
Thus war came when the American people for the first time refused
to abide by a national election. The parties which had been promoting
the cohesive attitudes had broken down, and their disorganization had
permitted the new Republican organization to win through direct ap-
peal to the divisive attitudes. The constant heat generated in the fre-
quent elections brought an explosion. The social, economic, and cultural
differences had been so used by the political operators as to produce se-
cession and civil war.
War broke out because no means had been devised to curb the ex-
travagant use of the divisive forces. Statesmanship seemed poverty-
stricken. The work of the nationalists who sought to find a formula